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that I had children and that consequently it was not proper thai I should
assign all my assets to the Company.
Your example, Monscigneur, and that of the various noblemen and
gentlemen who arc members of I he; Council of Regency, justify my request-
ing Your Royal Highness anew to agree to the Company's entrusting one
or two persons of my nomination with the task of paving wluU I owe,
remitting to me a sum of 500,000 livres from what 1 estimate to he the
total amount of my assets, and handing over the halanro to the Company.
From the statement of accounts which has been sent to me, the item
covering the amounts which I have advanced for use in foreign countries l
will of UselJ be sufficient to pay my debts and to remit the sum which I
desire. In case Your Royal Highness should find this too much, 1 shall bo
content with whatever you consider fit to determine. .In my work I only
aimed at being useful to a great people; f desired For myself nnlher riches
nor offices except in so far as they could help mo to sneered in my pur-
pose. The Chancellor D'Aguesseau will bear me out in this; in talking to
him on his return to office of those individuals who had suffered from the
fall in their rentes., 1 offered him my own share holdings, at that time
worth nearly 100 millions, so that ho might distribute them amongst those
who were in need.
I entreat Your lloyal Highness to rest assured that I possess no properly
either abroad or within the kingdom which is not known, and .1 have no
desire to be rich; but it is not right that 1 should fail to pay what I owe,
while on the other hand it is necessary for me to subsist honourably.
I have the honour to be with the most sincere and respectful attachment,
Monseigneur,
Your Royal Highnesses most humble and obedient servant,
LAW.
The financier and his son set out for Rome on March 15 travelling
overland. However, they did not get very far. Their route lay through
Ferrara and Bologna, and at one of those towns it seems they received
some news which caused them to change their plans and retrace their
steps. In order to protect himself from the unwelcome attentions of his
creditors, real or supposed, Law had taken the precaution of having his
name enrolled on the list of Roman citizens which rendered him immune
from proceedings for the recovery of debts except at the suit of a fellow
1 Nearly 3JJ million livrcs which Law had paid out of his own funds to viiriouB
government agents abroad.